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"In March of 1982 Darren Leno, with help from Lain I'cllit, sent mil a 'complimentary issue' 
of something called The ACE to 21 people. They felt there was a iitoI lor something to re- 
place the Free Radio Campaign - USA, which had folded alx.ni •> v.-;.i |«. ' mttsly. l-iiu-en ol 
those people (including Gregg Bares, Terry Provancc mi in In I 1 1 
became 'charter members.' The first regular issue was raaile.1 u.M..v..l ' ln twenty 
years we've had five Headquarters and probably six or seven differenl publishers, and only 
missed a handful of monthly issues. We all owe a great deal ol thanks to Kirk Baxter, who 
guided the Club for eleven years— and, of course, Darren, without whom none ol this would 
be necessary! The name was modified once (it was originally the Association of ( llandestine 
Enthusiasts - the word 'radio' was added to avoid confusion). Membership has varied wildly, 
corresponding to pirate activity and a certain amount of publicity (at one point we actually 
had 400 members thanks to a write-up in the Ulne Reader])." 

And think of this: the ACE has outlasted the USSR! That's right, the nation that launched 
the first man into space is on the ash heap of history, but the ACE is still going strong! 

And big thanks this month to Frederick Moe, whose new column, "Random Transmissions," 
debuts this month! This promises to he a tenilV new column for news, views, and info that 
doesn't fit into other sections- please support l ied and his new column with your input! 
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FROM ACROSS THE POND 

ill Faces, Golden Earring. Email and phone calls 

rs. (SC-VA 212) 

• 04/06/02, 22SO-OI27, I5070A - mx - various styles, Beatles. Faint. Email from Mount Kisco. 
(JS-NE)(SC-VA333) 

. 04/13/02, 2154+, 15070A - mx - dance. Weak, noisy. (JS-NE) 

Borderhunter Radio (borderhunter@hotmail.com) 

• 03/23/02, 2325-2340, 15795A - mx - Fk 
343) 

• 03/03/02, 01 

• 04/05/02, 2: 
242)(SC-\'A J 33) 

• 04/12/02,2347-0015,157 
God I'm a Country Boy." 

;e (bandomca@hotmail.com) 

I Marcel w/EE ID al 0624. (CL-MA 222) 

Weekend Radio (info@swradio.net) 
04/06/02. 0335-0348. 1 1720A - mx - "Green, Green Grass of Home." IDs, OM giving info, 
reverb effects into bluesy harmonic mx. (CL-MA 222) 



NORTH/SOUTH AMERICAN LOGGINGS 

Buckwheat Radio (buckwhealradio@hotmail.com) 

. 04/22/02, 0100-Ol54-.6950U-mx- John Mayer. Running I0W. (AF 323)(WS-TN 433)(JS- 
NE 322)(SC-VA 434) 

Captain Morgan (FRN) 

• 03/22/02, 03 10-0327. 6950A - mx - R.&B. (SC-VA 322) 

• 03/26/02, 0424-0431. 6950A - mx - ELO, Carly Simon. ^ G« -SC-M 423) 

• 04/1 1/02, 0151 0208. 6950A mx - Steve Martin. KC & The Sunshine Band, Hendrix. (SC- 
VA 333) 

Jolly Roger Radio International (jr_radio@hotmail.com) 

• 04/13/02, 2350-2359, 6950U - mx - bagpipes. ID as JRR, mentioned lack of broadcasting due 
to a death in the family. (SC-VA 222) 
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KIM (Unknown) 

• 04/04/02. 0105-0240', WttA 0) 1 1"' Knack, Eagles. Abrupt signoff. (Pse QSL JS-NF mi, \, ' I t 

KMUD (Lone Pine) 

• 04/04/02, 0050-0300+, 6949A n« He .mM.unKn-.sJ (ZR-AZ 222/ 

• 04/11/02, 0128-0253, 6948A - mx New I »r,i,n lhr.no show (ZR-AZ 322) 
. 04/13/02, 0220-0447, 6948A - mx - .pace. ,ZK<tZ 

• 04/14/02, 0138-0530, 6928A - mx - buffiUMlKl Mm MUlld clips which gtva K I KII'M Ilka Kiund 
rZfl-XZJ22; 



Obscene Numbers Station (None) 

. 04/20/02, 0045-0052, 6950U - parody of a numbers station tiling sexual lei mi ind lUng Instead . .r lum- 
bers. (JS-NE) (Looks as if someone, somewhere, dug out a tape of Ms oMM) 

Oxycontln Radio (None official. Belfast could begood)^ 

• 03/28/02, 0I40-0255, P 6950A - mx - Natalie Merchant, G.G. Allin. Aerosmith/Run DMC, The Vapors. 

"RilMChy Sex" skit & classic 50's tunes. (Pse QSL MG-OH ) 
. 0V29/02, 0140 0259*, 6950A-nu 

)53)(JS-NE )3))(SC-VA 544) 



143) 

(radiobtngoCtClchfkcom) 

in sound clips, Ovcrcomer Ministry. Jimmy Da Weasel, etc. (ZR- 

Radio Nonsense/Take It F.asv Ratlin (H,-lf,ist) 

. 04/14/02, 0033-OI05+, 6950U-mx - I'ink I'lnyd, Strvr Millrr, llur Smuts Joe Momma with H&R 

Block hps on why they should do your taxes (CM . I 2 121 ■ ,.;,„, I'lllll (AF l4l)(Alsaid R 

Nonsense)(ZR-AZ 333) 

• 04/20/02, 0037-0043*, 695IU- tax tips, tlir ! ,„ l, N, . , M..n-.r.-, . |io.v„ mid Itutthod (H'S-TNWfJS- 

NE) 

ica Worldwide (None) 

tvers. Anll-Wolnet diatribe, (WS-TN444)(JS-NE4)3)(ZR- 
. 04/15/02, 0151-0219, 6925A - repeat ofan old show with Allan Weiner comments. Off with "Secret 

Radio llrniitia Worldwide (Unknown) 

• 04/14/02. 0229-0 303 i , 6950A - mx. OM anncr, southern accent phonetically saying things like "Are we 
having fun yet, Bob', 1 ", "They're coming to take me away" and "Woodbury Pan. we know who you 
are." (AF 43DOVS-TN 3)3)(Pse QSL JS-NE 433)(ZR-AZ 222) 

• 04/15/02, 0244-0303, 6950U - mx - Mojo Nixon. Parody of RMW, phonetic codes, "Are we having fun 
yet, Bob?" repeated several limes, off with a KJPM end sequence. (GM-CT 332) 

• 03/23/02, 0051-0122, 6925A - mx- Napoleon XIII. Phonetic message. (SC-VA 333) 

Seattle Free Radio (sealtlefreeradio@yahoo.com) 

• 03/28/02, 0400-0440+, 6950U - mx - Buffalo Springfield. Old SF show. (JS-NE) 

• 03/30/02, 0447-0620, 6950A - mx - various. Mr. Clean jingle. Church of the SubGenius programming. 
(SC-VA 212)1 

• 04/10/02, 0426-0520+, 6935U - radio drama and sound clips. (ZR-AZ 222) 

Sycko Radio (if anyone ever gels a reply fro,,, Sycko. lei me h,ow cut I 'It start listhuj his email ogam.) 

• 03/20/02, 0205. 6955U - mostly just noises. (ZR-AZ 322) 

. 03/22/02, 010-0125+1, 6955U - mx - Couniry/Bluegrass. "Dixie." "Discovery Channel." (A 

• 03/23/02, 0108-01 18+, 6955U - mx - REM. Sycko taking calls. Ad for US West, Kermit and Fuzzy. (A 
23I)(JS-NE434) 



03/23/02, 040O-0420+. 6955U - mx - live version of "Boom, Boom out go the Lights." Live and unre- 
hearsed show. (JS-NE 434) 

03/23/02, 0542-0750, 6955U -Sycko with a description of Al Fansome followed by a QSO with unid 
from previous broadcast. (SC-VA 333) 

03/24/02. 0506-0650, 6955U - regular Sycko mx mix plus Sesame Sticet. (SC-VA 343/ 
03/25/02, 0257-0344, 6955U - mx - circus. Sycko babble. (SC- VA 123)(ZR-AZ 433) 
03/26/02, 0237-0330, 6950U - mx - Floyd, Jethro Tull. Lenny Kravitz. Guess Who (AF 3)3)(JS-NE 
333)(SC-VA 433) 

03/26702, 0337-0420, 6955U - mx - Pink Floyd, circus. The Fools. (SC-VA 433) 

03/27/02, 0147, 6955U - mx - "Some Like It Hot." "Heart Of Rock And Roll," "She Blinded Me With 

Science." (AF 322) 

03/29/02, 0026-0143+, 6955U - mx - heavy metal. Pink Floyd. A completely whacked-out DJ. Free-form 
show. (WH-IL IS4)(JS-NE 434)(SC-VA 544) 

03/30/02, 0635, 6955U - mx - heavy metal. "We Want Sycko" chant. (AF 233) ^ 
03/31/02,0047,69 



04/09/02^ 0125-0204, 6955U - Jimmy The Blade al the mike Syi ko at the turntable. (SC-VA 331) 

04/10/02, 0258-0356. 6950U - trademark Sycko show. (SC-VA 534)(ZR-AZ 333) 

04/1 1/02, 0342-0351, 6955U - Sycko is on and rebroadcasting the just broadcast WHYP show! (SC-VA 

04/15/02, 0331-0420, 6955U - mx - alternative rock, circus. (SC-VA 433) 
1 Patriot Militia Bingo (yahwehradio6925@yahoo.com) 
03/20/02. 0201-0253. 6950A. (ZR-AZ 222) 

03/28/02, 0014-0137*. 6955A - mx - Thomas Dolby. Billy Joel. Beatles. A prayer fo. the DXmg world. 
Steve Anderson on the run. (AF 433)(JS-NE333- John says email address bounced If it does, use Merlin 

instead )(SC-VA 544)(ZR-AZ 333) 

03/30/02 0209-0307*. 6925A - mx - "Dukes of Hazzard" iheme lune. "Trigger Happy, "Happiness is a 
Warm Gun". C&W. Signoff with Hendrix' version of the national anthem. (AF 422)(WH-IL 344)(GM-CT 
333)(SC-VA 434) 

04/05/02, 0345-0347, 6955U - weak signal. "Can you hear me?" (AF 321) 

04/18/02 0150 0230* 6950A - Steve Anderson update from "America's Most Wanted." OiT with the 
estimable' Mr. Hendrix- rendering of the "Star Spangled Banner." (JS-NE 333) 

04/19/02 0105-0208*, 6950A - mx - 'Trigger Happy." "It's been a While," "Happiness is a Warm Gun. 
Militia Babe praises Yahweh. (AF 433)(JS-NE 322)(SC-VA 533) 

04/20/02, 0137-0227. 6951 A - mx - Eric Clapton. Email addiess given. Mention of Mr. Anderson. (WS. 



iun." Repeat show due to 
433)(JS-NE) 



of the Angry Bastard (Belfast) 
04/1 1/02, 0035-0048, 6950A - mx - big band, blues. (SC-VA 212) 

04/1 2/02, 0049-0 1 1 9, 6950A - mx - The Ramones. Pigmeat is on with his Joey Ramone Special. (SC- VA 
323) 

04/14/02, 0555-0607*. 6950A - mx - swing, big band. (JS-NE) 
of the New World Order (vonwoun@yahoo.com) 

03/29/02, 0312-0345*. 6955U - mx - Mike and the Mechanic*. Some «.n ..1 news pogramming. Our 
host is Bill D. Berger. Conspiracy theory programming. (AF I42)(WH-IL I43)(JS-NE 434) 
04/05/02, 0325-0347, 6955U - news and views form the NWO perspective with Bill D. Berger. (JS-NE 
333HSC-VA 322KZR-AZ333) hpl , conlers 
04/13/02. 0149-0222*. 6955U - mx - Mike and the Mechanics. Bad Boys. Pink Floyd. Black helicopters 
(AFI4I)(GM-CTI3I)(JS-NE333)(SC-VA 232) J „ nw ™ . . . 

04/1 8/02, 0052-01 25. 6950U - mx - Mike and the Mechanics. Bad QRM. OM anncr very hard to under- 
stand. (AF 232HSC-VA 333) 

04/20/02. 0100-0133. 6950 - repeat of the first show. (JS-NE 322) 

WB . AI OM2To2,W02.0431'. 6960U - tape delayed broadcast of a talk show. (JS-NE 433) 

WBNY (Uncertain - maybe FRN? Anyone?) 

. 03/30/02 2334-2339*, 6950A - mx - tacky Easier stuff. Send money and stamps to DC drop but don t 
expect a ' Q SL. Praise for Ganja, hollow threats against Al Fansome. (AF 322,(SCVA 444) 

,, . . - , , . .,„,, I , !..',:, .1 ■ 

• ' ne.(AF322) 



• 03/31/02, OMCMl.'l I.600WA ms V4SKI songs. "Bunny Radio" ID and mention of Niel Wolfish. 
(WH-IL I33)(CM-CTI3I) 

• 03/3 1/02, 0600-0625, 6950A - thanks to listeners for help with The Revolution. Storybook Lady with 
"The Stupid Prince." (SC-VA 414) 

• 03/31/02, 2340-0002, 69S0A - hard to nuke out - much static. (WH-IL I 22)(GM-CT 232) 

VVBST (Unknown) 

• 03/3 1/02, 2054-2 118, 6950A - mx - The Doors. The Beast is after James Brownyard's mind (Well the 
Bcasi has his work cut out for him on thai one, then!) (SC- VA 433) 

WHYP (whyp@partlycloudy.com) 

• 03/14/02, 03 10-0340, 6955A - the Kulpsvillc retrospective show inc. Bozo and Pancho. (GM-OH) 

• 03/23/02, 0202-0205+, 6925A - mx - rap. A parody show - "Who wants to be a Pirate Radio Operator?", 
"Living la Vida Lula." "JTA went down to Georgia " Regis Brownyard hosting. (AF 433)(WH-IL 255) 
(SC-VA 544)(ZR-AZ 332) 

• 03/24/02, 0012-0049*. 6950A - an interview with Jay Smilkstein. Wintcrfest retrospective. (AF 433)(JS- 
NE 333)(SC-VA 544) 

• 04/10/02, 0104-0258*, 6950A - mx - "Walking in LA." James Brownyard's having strange dreams after 
listening to WEST - Satan's telling him to play 80's music. (AF 444)(JS-NE 433)(SC-VA 544)(ZR-AZ 



WMFQ (Providence) 

• 03/22/02, 0255-0401, 6950A - mx - Phil Collins, Fleetwood Mac, Maria MuldlUT, Beatles. (AF 434)(JS- 
NE 433)(SC-VA 555) 

• 04/03/02, 02 1 8-0253, 6950A - mx - "No Reply at All," "Shilling Star." (AF 433)(SC-VA 443)(ZR-AZ 



ch Myself." Hosted by Captain Squirllong. (SC-VA 212) 

TENTATIVE/UNIDENTIFIED 



UNID 

03/23/02, 0155-0230, 6950A - mx -Hendrix. (ZR-AZ 333) 
03/23/02, 01 2 1 , 6955U - bad mx and ranting, probably Sycko? (ZR-AZ 222) 
03/25/02, 0439, 6945U - mx. (ZR-AZ 333) 

03/26/02, 0429-043 1 *. 6950A - mx but very weak signal - unable to ID the music. (AF 321) 
03/27/02, 0202-O245+, 6955U - mx - 'The Heat is On," "Pump It Up." (ZR-AZ 433) 
03/27/02, 0210-0300+, 6950U - mx/talk. (ZR-AZ 333) 
03/29/02, 0030-0039, 6955U - mx - rock. Over modulated. (WH-IL 153) 
04/01/02, 0155, 6955U - fuzzy sound. (ZR-AZ 333) 
04/02/02, 0250, 6955U - mx. (ZR-AZ 332) 

04/05/02, 0325, 6955U - mx - possibly Soul? Don't think it was Vol New World Order. (AF 331) 
04/12/02, 0306-0335, 6950A - mx - Billy Joel. (ZR-AZ 221) 

04/13/02, 2346, 6950U - spacey mx. Something about helicopters? Possibly either Vot New World Order 
or JRRI. Bad QRM. (AF 121) 

950U - mx - Doors. Possibly VotNWO but real hard to make out. (AF 131) 



CONTRIBUTORS/PLEASE QSL 



Steve Cherry, 6683 Beach Road. Warrenlon, VA 20187 (SC-VA) 
AlFansomeW 

Mike Gaukin, 233 1 1 Lorain Road #134. North Olmsted, OH 44070 (MC-OH) 
William Hassig, 102 North Russell Street, Mt. Prospect, IL 60056-2443 (WH-IL) 
Chris Lobdell, Box 146, Stoncham. MA 02180 (CL-MA) 
Greg Majewski, 1 176 Route 163, Oakdale, CT 06370 (GM-CT) 
Zeke Russell. P.O. Box 34. Williams, AZ 86046 (ZR-AZ/ 
John Sedlacek, 2728 North 45* Avenue, Omaha, NE 68104-4527 (JS-NE) 
ville, TN 37950 (WS-TN) 
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TEN YEARS AFTER... 



ne of the stuff from May '92 bnngs back memories. Everyone was around 74 IS to 7425 and, doubtless. 
; terrible disruption to aeronautical communications - leastways that was what the FCC always cited as be- 
reason for busting a station. Nowadays, thanks to modem technology, the FCC is able to license WBCQ on 
id have no worries whatsoever as regards aircraft falling out of the sky because of broadcast interference. . . 
'I was active and. I note, getting signal reports that have only been challenged since by today's KIPM. 
Zcllers favorite station - The Voice of the Night - was on the air playing music, taking phone calls and 
eard as far away as Germany - Lad didn't follow his usual path of praising George or making other com- 
his time around. Shakerag Radio (via Radio Bob who hadn't yet turned to the dark side of the Pirate 
was on the air with their excellent redneck humor pieces (I heard 'cm once - always wished I'd sent 'em a 
" Foxworthy guy <grin>!) Last but not least. Voice of the Voyager 11 was to be heard 



playing Depeche Mode and other I 



ago golden era included JTA, Pal Murphy, Ralph Bt 
ither folks, too, but they seem to have gone where tin 
he FCC office they worked at closed. 



I lk»y, ,i piddling 9 contributors this month yet these few guys manage to turn in a great number of reports and it 
I'H.kK like March/April was quite a busy time for Ye Pirate Station Operators' Nothing from George Zellcr, even - 
I'm gonna check if Steve Anderson has taken ol' George hostage and is using him for his Love Slave Sex Poodle 
or something. . Come on, folks - send 'em in -without your reports there's no column! 

Important: Ifanyone has definite addresses for any of the stations marked "Unknown" this month, please let me 



contributor this month as well - Mike Gaukin in Ohio, and Steve Cherry in W 
■nonth, too. (Hmmm. that boy lives in an area that's knov " 
ler if he has to wear shiny black shoes to work?) 



Duh! If I'd been thinking I'd have tagged last months logging of "The Asylum" as probably being KIPM 

The fab marvy Zeke Russell has, as ever been making great snail mail contributions to the column (You know 
Zeke's style of writing, the places he's lived, and "Zeke" I ;.],,'! help l.„, en , IIr „„| picture of Walter Hustc 
in "Treasure of the Sierra Madic" whenever I see his letter appeal in Hie mail I know, [he picture's almost cei- 

' ' : n . !. :: : .... -.,r.- I ., . ,■■ ,,.,11: : 

way'" He repotted healing wmethinjj like "Radio free Newhall" lake : , look m last month's dialogs under 

UNID Omen: theory from Zeke is that it might be Newhall near I. A and Hi ,e piogrammmg is talks and songs 

in English but with a South Seas accent. Seems Newhall has a lot of South Seas/Asian fol' " 
SW George Z - you listening, son? Anyone else hears this one, let us know. 



Okay, it was deadline time when I sat down at the computer to prepare the latest propagation graphs And I re- 
alized that my icbuilding of the three systems in the shack had not taken into consideration the fact that the propa- 
gation software 1 use needs Windows 98 - it won't run under Windows 2000. Duh! I tried to get something to- 

"'■'"" • ' •' 1 a package I have readily to hand will just produce tables that 

will confuse everyone. So, sorry, no graphs this month. 



if you want to try your hand and cranking out the graphs, try http://www.qsl.net/w6elprop/ and 
download the application you'll find there. It's a nice piece of code and lends ,t sell readily t„ Pirate propagation 



VtRIED BESPONSE 



NEXT COLUMN DEADLINE: May 19 th 

Wall, Spring is here and along with it, the warmei 
pirate bands will get noisier with static from local thunderstorm 
activity. Because of the later sunset times, pirate activity will 
tend to start later in evening as well. 

CUPIDO RADIO-HOLLAND . Partial data station "Cherub" card, full 
data ARO card in two months for $2.00. [Myers-FL] Same, along with 
a nice letter describing station along with photos of equipment. 
[Lobdell-MA] 

KIPM. Full data full color 8.5 x 11 sheet of Skull X-ray with 
headphones on and 2 Outer Limits trading cards in for 4 weeks to 
Elkorn, NE maildrop. [Sedlacek-NE] Full color card in a month for 
3, 34 cent stamps. [Lerner-NY] Same in 4 weeks. [Smith-TN] 6955, 
same card in 3 months, along with a listing of shows plus two CDs 
of programs "The Warhounds" and "He Who Evolved". [Lobdell-MA] 

MYSTERY SCIENCE RADIO . Full data sheet showing broadcast facili- 
ties from State Idiot Asylum at Syracuse, NY in 3 weeks for mailed 
report. [Sedlacek-NE] 

PURPLE NUCLEUS OF CREATION . Unique and beautiful foldout purple 
QSL revealing a wheel in center showing reception report. Received 
in about 1 month for a mailed report. [Sedlacek-NE] Same. [Zeller- 



RADIO BANDONICA- HOLLAND . 11470, full data form letter and three 
different color ball point pens with station logo on them in 2 
weeks for taped report and $2.00. Maildrop: Box 663, 7900 AR, 
Hoogeveen, Holland. [Lobdell-MA] 

BELGIUM-HOLLAND . Full dat 



i>ernight w/jpg showing antenna tower complex. [Sedlacek-NE] 
3ICE OF THE NEW WORLD ORDER . Full data sheet w 



WAIR/ALL INDIE RADIO . Full data postal card in about 3 weeks for 
mailed report. [Sedlacek-NE] 

WRAY . Full data post card from Radio Free Speech who relayed sta- 
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PlSOFIkE 



Your loggings, information, and speculations about clandestine radio stations are always 
very welcome for this column. You can send them direct to your editor at 3492 West 123rd 
Street, Cleveland, Ohio 44111. Or, you can call (216) 941-3366 anytime, or else (216) 
696-9077 between 1200-2100 UTC weekdays. E-mail input is welcome via my 
georgez@nacs.net address, with http://www.nacs.net/~georgez providing access to my 

ER IC CLAPTON , BOB MARLEY. OR KENTUCKY SOAP OPERA? 
I SHOT THE SHERIFF STUNS CLANDESTINE RADIO 



This month the big story in Clandestine radio shot right onto the airwaves of CNN, Fox, 
and other mainstays of the national media. In fact. Fox TV was the main player in one of 
the strangest stories to ever come out of the state of Kentucky. 

On Saturday April 13, Fox TV ran an episode of the "America's Most Wanted" TV show 
featuring Steve Anderson of KSMR as a major story. The Fox cameras toured Anderson's 
home near Somerset, Kentucky, prominently identifying him as the manager and 
announcer on Kentucky State Militia Radio, the longest running shortwave clandestine 
station in history that broadcast from a location in the United States with a target area in 
the United States. As has been reported repeatedly in this column, Anderson has been on 
the run since a shooting incident with police in Kentucky after he was pulled over for a 
minor motor vehicle violation. Pulaski County (Kentucky) Sheriff Sam Catron was a major 
star in the "America's Most Wanted" segment, which featured footage of a hand tuning a 
shortwave radio while tapes of KSMR programming ran in the show's audio. 

Sheriff Catron did not stay home to watch himself on television. Instead, he attended a 
political fish fry as part of his campaign for reelection. Astonishingly, a sniper hid in the 
woods next to the fish fry. As Sheriff Catron left the event after his speech heading back to 
his car, the sniper shot and killed Catron with a bullet in the back from a high powered 
rifle. The assassination took place literally minutes after Catron's five minutes of fame on 
Fox TV via the magic of video tape. 

The sniper fled from the scene on a motorcycle, but was quickly apprehended by police 
n the motorcycle crashed. Speculation immediately focused on Steve Anderson as 
ebody who might have a connection to this assassination. As noted on "America's 
Most Wanted," a $20,000 reward is still offered for information leading to the arrest of 
Anderson following his October shooting incident that left numerous bullet holes in a Bell 
County, Kentucky sheriffs deputy car. Anderson fled after that incident, and remains at 
large at column deadline time for The ACE. Since the Catron shooting took place only a 
few miles west of Anderson's home near Somerset, Kentucky, and since it almost 
coincided precisely with the Fox TV coverage of Anderson and Catron on "A 
Wanted," CNN and a wide variety of Kentucky media sot 
that Anderson might have some involvement with this shooting. However, ri 
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Anderson speculation, dismissing any link between the shooting and the Fox TV show as a 
coincidence. 

This did not stop conspiracy theorists in the DX hobby from following the story closely for 
several days. The link between Anderson and the Catron assassination was too easy to make. 
CNN also noted that on the "America's Most Wanted" show, Catron said, ""He's (Anderson) 
crossed the line, he shot at law enforcement this time and I don't feel he'll go down easy," 

However, police quickly arrested a suspect in the Catron assassination after the suspect's 
motorcycle crashed as he fled the scene. The suspect is Danny S. Shelley of Eubank, Kentucky, 
aged either 31 or 30 depending on which press source you believe. Kentucky police charged 
Shelley with capital murder on Sunday, April 14. 

Then, already strange things got stranger. It turned out that police traced ownership of the 
wrecked motorcycle to Jeff Morris, a former deputy Sheriff in Catron's department. Morris is 
running against Catron in the election for Sheriff. The Associated Press reported April 16 that 
Jeff Morris and another campaign worker in the Morris campaign for sheriff were charged with 
complicity to murder. The AP said that Shelley, Morris, and the third man were being held 
without bond. The AP also quoted prosecutor Eddy Montgomery as saying, "Complicity to 
commit murder carries the same penalty as the murder itself." The AP thus concluded that all 
three suspects could face the death penalty if convicted. 

Thus, as I write this column, it appears that despite the local geography and the "America's 
Most Wanted" coincidence, there appears to be no link between the assassination of Sheriff 
Catron and Steve Anderson of KSMR. But, if the police and prosecutors in Kentucky are 
correct, a new page in campaign strategy has been turned by this incident. Most people running 
for office do not assassinate their opponent, although that strategy obviously cuts into the 
number of votes that the opponent will get. It does not guarantee victory, however, since a 
candidate who ends up in jail being charged with capital murder faces an obvious downside at 
the ballot box, especially in an election for Sheriff. But, there is precedent for the fact that a 
dead man can win an election. Our current Attorney General, John Ashcroft, was looking for a 
job when President Bush nominated him because Ashcroft had lost a Missouri election last 
November to an opponent who died before election day. 

Please do not write in with any requests for corrections here regarding Ashcroft. It is of course 
true that Ashcroft did not assassinate his opponent, who died in an accident. I'm merely using 
his election defeat here as an example of deceased candidates who have won elections. Also, 
most unlicensed broadcast DXers as well as pirate radio operators are aware that Bob Marley's 



In any event, Anderson remains at large despite the large reward money and his national 
coverage on Fox TV. In addition, KSMR remains off the air, although its pirate parody 
Kentucky State Militia l»in«!> remains active. 

NO VENEZUELA CLANDESTINE 

Weird political news during the last month was not concentrated only in Kentucky. As you 
certainly must have seen in the news, a military coup briefly overtltrew President Chavez in 
Venezuela. Chavez quickly recovered and was reinstalled in office in less than a week. But, 
during this crisis, many shortwave listeners tuned their receivers to 60 meters in a vain search 
for the large number of Venezuelan licensed broadcasters who formerly relayed their 
programming on shortwave. Ecos del Torbes on 4980 kHz is a pretty pale substitute for the 
large number of Venezuelan stations that used to occupy channel after channel on 60 meters. 



Venezuela does not have a history of clandestine radio stations targeted toxvard it, although 
purists will remember that the very active 1960's Basque clandestine Radio Etizkarii targeted 
toward Spain was later found to have been broadcasting from Venezuela using a point to point 
transmitter otherwise used for maritime communications. During the April political crisis in 
Venezuela, I saw no reports of clandestine station activity targeted toward Venezuela that were 
related to the coup. 

However, as Don Moore, Henrik Klemetz and others noted on DXplorer, the Venezuelan crisis 
once again documented that the internet is a very poor and inadequate substitute for shortwave 
radio as a communications medium. Local press coverage of the coup was hard to follow by 
people outside Venezuela, given the greatly diminished presence of Venezuelan broadcasters on 
shortwave, despite very heavy coverage by Ecos del Torbes. As a result some people tried 
listening to the http://www.caracol.com.co Caracol network internet feed from Colombia, but 
the server for this audio quickly reached its capacity and was utterly unusable. Another internet 
alternative, Union Radio, also maxed out its server and became completely unusable. 

I'm sending yet another public note to Tony Blair and the foolhardy management of numerous 
shortwave international broadcasters who have concluded that the days of shortwave are over, 
They ought to open their eyes to situations like we have just seen in Venezuela. By selecting 
internet services as the only surviving audio option for national radio services, foolhardy 
politicians and foolish station management are guaranteeing that during the next major crisis it 
is likely that their country and station will have no voice at all. 

CLANDESTINE RADIO WATCH SCHEDULES 

In Clandestine Radio Watch #103, Martin Schoech reminds us that he maintains a database on 
the web that tabulates a very large number of clandestine and licensed station schedules and 
broadcast languages that are tabulated by Eike Birwirth of Russia. You almost certainly will 
want to check out this extremely useful database at its http://www.schoechi.de/erw-main.htnil 
URL. 

COMMANDER SOLO INFORMATION RADIO ON 8700 KHz 

A variety of DX information sources including Clandestine Radio Watch #103 have reported 
that aircraft from the 193rd Special Operations Wing of the Pennsylvania Air National Guard 
have returned to their base in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. These aircraft were the transmitter 
platform for the Information Radio anti-Afghanistan broadcasts that many of us have heard on 
8700 kHz. But, the broadcasts are still heard on 8700 kHz plus a local medium wave relay on 
980 kHz. Radio Netherlands has reported that the current broadcasts are from a land-based 
transmitter whose location is being withheld for "security reasons." So it still will pay to check 
out 8700 kHz once in a while. 

CUMBRE DX 

While we are on the subject of extremely useful DX information resources, the time has arrived 
for one of our periodic plugs for the Cumbre DX newsletter. Both Hans Johnson and our own 
Ulis Fleming continue to distribute this excellent e-mail resource every week. Best of all, the 
newsletter remains absolutely free of charge to individuals who contribute material. As usual, 
the clandestine coverage in Cumbre remains very good and extremely timely. However, it has 
been Cumbre's policy from the beginning to ignore North American pirate DX loggings. This is 
a major void that has been ably filled for a long time by the Free Radio Weekly internet 
newsletter. If you want to check out Cumbre, you can send in loggings via their e-mail 
distribution address at cumbreeditor@cumbredx.org or you can also check out their web site 
at http://www.cumbredx.org for additional information. If you need more information on Free 
Radio Weekly you can send an e-mail to any of its editors, including Niel Wolfish at niel@icarj. 
net or Greg Majewski GREG-MAJEVVSKI@WORLDNET.ATT.NET or Harold Frodge 
yukon@tm.net and they will be happy to send you the details. Both Cumbre DX and Free 
Radio Weekly are extremely useful supplements to The ACE, but people without internet 
connections can't take advantage of them, since their distribution is exclusively via e-mail. 
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One of the interesting recent loggings by Hans Johnson 
something you may want to check out for yourself. He had i 
14 of the Voice of Mojahed jumping up and down in frequency it 
jammer. Even if you can't understand the programming, the cat and mouse game between 
clandestines like this one and jammers trying to obliterate their signal is always an interesting 
thing to hear. 



The input of ACE members and other DXers is vitally important to this column, and to all other 
ACE columns. We thank Martin Schoech (Germany), Mark Bums (Indiana), Bud Stacy 
(Alabama), Ulis Fleming (Maryland), Gerry Dexter (Wisconsin), Hans Johnson (QTH not 
provided), Ralph Brandi (New Jersey), Don Moore (Iowa), Henrik Klemetz (Sweden), and 
George Zeller (Ohio) for providing material. Next month we all hope to hear from YOU by 
May 15 for the June 2002 Clandestine Profile. 

Micro 'casting 

Bud Stacey, PO Box 907, Satsuma, AL 36572 
e-mail: salstacey@aol.com 

nil is to educate & enlighten ACE readers about the many facets of Part IS & 



APOLOO (At; A I.N:: So 
such has kept inc moving 
get. the taster life takes yo 



still "yardcasters" ami LPFM and LPA.M products. Something new that's si 
20U2 is the I'AIOO 40 wad I'M amplifier. It's operable from 8S-1II8 MHs, ea 
lunable from 1 to -ii) v. .ills, is spectral!) clean at or better than K'C, et. al. specs and is mi 
trolled for best performance that includes VSW K protection. Assembled & teste ' ' 
plus S & H. 

Also notably available is the PX1 35 wait synthesized FM stereo transmitter. It's 



12 




wondered if this was the KCC's M.O. and a replier said that the FCC was a little higher lech than a common 
Peeping Tom and that he should call 911 and bust these Radio Cops! I agree... 

Well, that's enough for now; peering around on the FCC's site for Part 15 have yielded nothing new of in- 
terest, so I'd better lend to the garden before it gets loo hot. Let me hear from YOU, OK? "Is there any- 
body out there?" de Bud 



Covert Comms 

By Tom Sevan 



Sometimes I wish 1 had time to do nothing but just sit down and read. Unfortunately, 
my schedule doesn't permit it, since there always seems to be something else that needs to be 
done. However, I do manage to squeeze in some time here and there. And thankfully, it was 
not wasted while reading Body of Secrets by James Bamford, which I only recently finished. 

In case you're not familiar with the book, Body of Secrets is the latest expose of the 
National Security Agency by Bamford, who in 1983 authored the book The Puzzle Palace, 
which is also about the NSA. 

Body of Secrets is an incredibly fascinating read, whether you are interested in 
espionage operations or not The well-documented book details various intelligence gathering 
missions around the world, from the end of WWII to the present. Incidents such as the 
shootdown of Francis Powers in his U2, the Cuban missile crisis, the Israeli attack on the USS 
Liberty, and the fall of Saigon and evacuation of the US embassy are discussed in detail with 
information you've never seen before. 

Bamford also discusses the "Echelon" program, in which the NSA monitors 
international telephone conversations which are carried via satellite. Echelon has gotten a lot of 
attention the past few years, and it has been suspected by many that the NSA has the ability to 
monitor every telephone conversation, fax, and email that is made every day. In actuality, the 
NSA doesn't routinely monitor the communications of US citizens, but does monitor foreign 
communications in order to find terrorists, people aiding countries hostile to the US, and other 
hot information of interest to the US government. This makes the NSA an extremely powerful 
agency. 

Bamford also goes into detail about the day-to-day operation of "Crypto City," as the 
NSA headquarters is unofficially called. The annual budget, amount of electricity used per day, 
amount of classified waste generated daily, and amount of food consumed by Crypto City 
inhabitants is staggering. It's also interesting to learn that Crypto City has its own police force. 

An interesting point brought up in the book details the problems faced by the NSA by 
rapidly changing communications. No longer is shortwave radio the only means of 
international communications. Now satellites, email, faxes, and other forms of communications 
have taken over as the main means of communication. However, in third-world and other 
countries not as technologically advanced as western countries, shortwave radio still remains a 
viable and important means of communications. What this means to the NSA is that they have 
to hold on to the old ways of gathering intelligence, plus they have to keep developing new 
technology to keep up with the ever-rapid pace of changing technology. Unfortunately, they 
don't have the budget to do both. 

The last chapter in the book gives a detailed look at the various supercomputer systems 
in use by the NSA over the past 40 years or so. The supercomputers, of course, are used for 
codebreaking. The chapter also explains how supercomputers have become mainly obsolete 
because now many inexpensive, slower computers can be networked to do the same job at a 
fraction of the cost. On the other hand, research into faster computers is still continuing with 
scientists looking at using biological material for faster electrical connections than can be had 
with silicon components. 
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PANcOM TRANSMISSIONS 



36 West Main Street 
Warner NH 03278 
singinggrove@conknet.com 




Join the ACE Piro.te Radio Moiling List! 

ACE Pirate Radio Mailing List is a free e-mail list moderated by ACE publisher 
ry Helms. Exchange pirate radio DX tips, discuss people and personalities, get 
mce notice of pirate operations! To join, just send a BLANK e-mail to: 

PirateRadio-subscribe@topica.com 



Continued from last month. . 




the ASSOCIATION of CLANDESTINE radio ENTHUSIASTS 
POBoxl, Belfast, New York 14711-0001 
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